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Message Text 


PAGE 01 STATE 082347 
ORIGIN DHA-02 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 EA-07 10-13 ISO-OO SCA-01 ORM-02 
VO-03 INSE-00 /041 R 

DRAFTED BY D/HA/PW:FASIEVERTS 
APPROVED BY D/HA: MS. DERI AN 
EA/VLC - MR. ROSENTHAL 
EA - MR. OAKLEY 
D/HA - MR. CARLIN 

131225Z 049696/14 

R 122353Z APR 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY SINGAPORE 
AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
INFO AMCONSUL HONG KONG 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 082347 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: SREF, PFOR, CVIS, VS, SN 

SUBJECT: FRENCH ASSISTANCE FOR POTENTIAL AMERICAN 
IMMIGRANTS IN VIETNAM 

REF: SINGAPORE 1499 

1 . CONCUR IN SINGAPORE'S FORWARDING PETITIONS TO BANGKOK. 

2. ALSO AGREE IT WOULD PROBABLY NOT BE FEASIBLE FOR VIET- 
NAMESE ALREADY RECEIVING FUNDS AND LETTERS FROM AMCITS TO 
CLAIM TIES TO FRANCE, UNLESS THEY IN FACT DO HAVE SUCH 

TIES. WE UNDERSTAND SOME AMCITS HAVE CONCEALED THEIR 
TIES TO VIETNAMESE BY CORRESPONDING THROUGH FRANCE OR AN- 
OTHER THIRD COUNTRY, IN THE HOPE THIS WOULD FACILITATE 
CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 082347 

DEPARTURES. WE DO NOT KNOW IF THIS WORKS, EXCEPT IN CASES 
WHERE THERE IS A DEMONSTRABLE TIE TO THE THIRD COUNTRY, 
SUCH AS PAST CITIZENSHIP OR A CLOSE RELATIVE. GIVEN A 
CHOICE, IT IS PROBABLY MORE EFFECTIVE FOR A VIETNAMESE 
TO CLAIM A TIE TO FRANCE THAN TO ANY OTHER COUNTRY, BUT 
AS REFTEL NOTES, THIS CHOICE MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE TO MANY. 

3. RE PROCEDURES TO BE FOLLOWED (PARA THREE REFTEL), WE DO 
NOT RECOMMEND CASES BE REFERRED TO AMERICAN RED CROSS 
EXCEPT FOR CHILDREN, WIVES, AND FIANCES OF AMCITS, MOST OF 
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WHOM SHOULD ALREADY BE ON ARC LIST. ARC IS NOT ACCEPTING 
INQUIRIES FOR OTHER CATEGORIES FOR TIME BEING, OR FROM 
VIETNAMESE IN U.S. WHO ARE NOT AMCITS, IN VIEW OF FACT 
THAT NONE OF THOSE WITH CLOSEST TIES (SOME 30 OF WHOM ARE 
THEMSELVES AMCITS, MANY WITH U.S. PASSPORTS) HAVE YET BEEN 
ALLOWED TO DEPART. ARC. ICRC, VIETNAMESE RED CROSS, AND 
UNHCR ARE ALL WORKING ON THESE CASES, AND ONCE DEPARTURES 
START ARC IS PREPARED TO CONSIDER BROADER CATEGORIES. 

4. IN MEANWHILE, SRV HAS INFORMED ICRC OF OFFICE IN 
SAIGON TO WHICH APPLICATIONS FOR DEPARTURES SHOULD BE 
ADDRESSED, NAMELY: SERVICE MUNICIPAL DES AFFAIRES 
ETRANGERES, 6 RUE ALEXANDRE DE RHODES, HO CHI MIN VTLI.E. 

ARC IS FURNISHING THIS ADDRESS TO ITS CHAPTERS TO GIVE 
TO PETITIONERS WHO WISH TO PURSUE CASES ON THEIR OWN. 

5. UNHCR REP IN HANOI TOLD DEPTOFF WITH WOODCOCK COMMIS- 
SION HIS OFFICE HAS RECEIVED SOME 3000 LETTERS AND TELE- 
GRAMS SINCE NOVEMBER 1976 FROM VIETNAMESE IN SVN SEEKING 
DEPARTURE TO THIRD COUNTRIES. UNHCR CONTINUES TO DISCUSS 
SUBJECT WITH SRV AUTHORITIES AND HOPES TO WORK OUT 
PROCEDURES FOR DEPARTURE OF ADDITIONAL PERSONS SOON. 

6. IN LIGHT OF THE OBVIOUS OPENNESS WITH WHICH VIETNAMESE 
ARE NOW REQUESTING DEPARTURE, WE SEE NO REASON FOR 
PETITIONERS TO REFRAIN FROM CONTACTING SRV OFFICE IN 
CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 STATE 082347 

SAIGON REFERRED TO IN PARA FOUR ABOVE. UNHCR REPS TOLD 
DEPTOFFS FIRST STEP IN ALL CASES WAS FOR VIETNAMESE SEEK- 
ING DEPARTURE TO APPLY TO THEIR OWN GOVERNMENT, SINCE 
UNTIL THIS IS DONE, THERE IS LITTLE UNHCR OR RED CROSS 
CAN DO TO FOLLOW UP. 

VANCE 

CONFIDENTIAL 


PAGE 01 STATE 082347 
ORIGIN DPW-01 

INFO OCT-01 EA-01 10-01 ISO-OO /004 R 

66011 

DRAFTED BY :D/HA/PW :FASIEVERTS 
APPROVED BY: D/HA/PW:FASIEVERTS 

201016Z 019292/10 

R 2003 18Z APR 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO USMISSION GENEVA 
AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE 
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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 082347 

FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 082347 ACTION SINGAPORE BANGKOK INFO 
HONG KONG PARIS DATED APR 12: 

QTE: CONFIDENTIAL STATE 082347 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: SREF, PFOR, CVIS, VS, SN 

SUBJECT: FRENCH ASSISTANCE FOR POTENTIAL AMERICAN 
IMMIGRANTS IN VIETNAM 

REF: SINGAPORE 1499 

1 . CONCUR IN SINGAPORE'S FORWARDING PETITIONS TO BANGKOK. 

2. ALSO AGREE IT WOULD PROBABLY NOT BE FEASIBLE FOR VIET- 
NAMESE ALREADY RECEIVING FUNDS AND LETTERS FROM AMCITS TO 
CLAIM TIES TO FRANCE, UNLESS THEY IN FACT DO HAVE SUCH 

TIES. WE UNDERSTAND SOME AMCITS HAVE CONCEALED THEIR 
TIES TO VIETNAMESE BY CORRESPONDING THROUGH FRANCE OR AN- 
OTHER THIRD COUNTRY, IN THE HOPE THIS WOULD FACILITATE 
CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 082347 

DEPARTURES. WE DO NOT KNOW IF THIS WORKS. EXCEPT IN CASES 
WHERE THERE IS A DEMONSTRABLE TIE TO THE THIRD COUNTRY, 
SUCH AS PAST CITIZENSHIP OR A CLOSE RELATIVE. GIVEN A 
CHOICE, IT IS PROBABLY MORE EFFECTIVE FOR A VIETNAMESE 
TO CLAIM A TIE TO FRANCE THAN TO ANY OTHER COUNTRY, BUT 
AS REFTEL NOTES, THIS CHOICE MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE TO MANY. 

3. RE PROCEDURES TO BE FOLLOWED (PARA THREE REFTEL), WE DO 
NOT RECOMMEND CASES BE REFERRED TO AMERICAN RED CROSS 
EXCEPT FOR CHILDREN, WIVES, AND FIANCES OF AMCITS, MOST OF 
WHOM SHOULD ALREADY BE ON ARC LIST. ARC IS NOT ACCEPTING 
INQUIRIES FOR OTHER CATEGORIES FOR TIME BEING, OR FROM 
VIETNAMESE IN U.S. WHO ARE NOT AMCITS, IN VIEW OF FACT 
THAT NONE OF THOSE WITH CLOSEST TIES (SOME 30 OF WHOM ARE 
THEMSELVES AMCITS, MANY WITH U.S. PASSPORTS) HAVE YET BEEN 
ALLOWED TO DEPART. ARC, ICRC, VIETNAMESE RED CROSS, AND 
UNHCR ARE ALL WORKING ON THESE CASES, AND ONCE DEPARTURES 
START ARC IS PREPARED TO CONSIDER BROADER CATEGORIES. 

4. IN MEANWHILE, SRV HAS INFORMED ICRC OF OFFICE IN 
SAIGON TO WHICH APPLICATIONS FOR DEPARTURES SHOULD BE 
ADDRESSED, NAMELY: SERVICE MUNICIPAL DES AFFAIRES 
ETRANGERES, 6 RUE ALEXANDRE DE RHODES, HO CHI MIN VILLE. 

ARC IS FURNISHING THIS ADDRESS TO ITS CHAPTERS TO GIVE 
TO PETITIONERS WHO WISH TO PURSUE CASES ON THEIR OWN. 
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5. UNHCR REP IN HANOI TOLD DEPTOFF WITH WOODCOCK COMMIS- 
SION HIS OFFICE HAS RECEIVED SOME 3000 LETTERS AND TELE- 
GRAMS SINCE NOVEMBER 1976 FROM VIETNAMESE IN SVN SEEKING 
DEPARTURE TO THIRD COUNTRIES. UNHCR CONTINUES TO DISCUSS 
SUBJECT WITH SRV AUTHORITIES AND HOPES TO WORK OUT 
PROCEDURES FOR DEPARTURE OF ADDITIONAL PERSONS SOON. 

6. IN LIGHT OF THE OBVIOUS OPENNESS WITH WHICH VIETNAMESE 
ARE NOW REQUESTING DEPARTURE, WE SEE NO REASON FOR 
PETITIONERS TO REFRAIN FROM CONTACTING SRV OFFICE IN 
CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 STATE 082347 

SAIGON REFERRED TO IN PARA FOUR ABOVE. UNHCR REPS TOLD 
DEPTOFFS FIRST STEP IN ALL CASES WAS FOR VIETNAMESE SEEK- 
ING DEPARTURE TO APPLY TO THEIR OWN GOVERNMENT, SINCE 
UNTIL THIS IS DONE, THERE IS LITTLE UNHCR OR RED CROSS 
CAN DO TO FOLLOW UP. VANCE UNQTE 
VANCE 

CONFIDENTIAL 


« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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